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Since 1886

Celebrating 120 Years of Service

 It’s our 120 th  Anniversary

When SSDN was first founded in 1886 by the fifteen Unitarian women, the Nursery had two
purposes: “to act as an employment agency for women seeking jobs and to take good care of
their small children”.  Their dedication to the tasks of helping workers find employment and
providing qualified workers  to employers was evident from early board meeting minutes.  O
From the Second Annual Report, the founders report that “Our Nursery is fast becoming a
bureau for the supply of work to working mothers” and again, “Every dollar spent at the Nursery
means from one to three dollars earned by the mother while her little one is in our care”…since
“women wanting work have been brought in contact with those who want workers.”

At the end of two years their purpose was roundly applauded as a success when they wrote;
“The management of the Nursery is in the hands of ladies who believe that the most effectual
way of aiding the worthy poor is to help them to help themselves.”

During the depression, when money was tight (when was is not?) and jobs scarce, “The staff
and board members tried to find jobs for the mothers and the nursery used many mothers to
help staff” and when the cook would not take a pay cut, “the President of the Board instructed
the Matron to hire mothers of nursery children to help in the kitchen as needed.”  Always willing
to further the advancement of workers in 1939 the Nursery received the services of N.Y.A. girls, a
government sponsored program to ready girls for useful employment.  And again in 1967, when
Head Start came into St. Louis and needed a “practicum” site, SSDN offered their services to

March 17, 2006 marks the official 120th

Anniversary of SSDN! Founded in 1886 by 15
Unitarian women as an
employment agency and
a child care facility,
SSDN remains a
progressive, visionary
organization, ever
responding to the
changing needs of our
community.

Today SSDN is a
community anchor,
providing holistic
solutions for low-income working families to
strengthen children, families and communities.
We will be celebrating our 120-year history of
success and service all year long with events
for volunteers, friends, alumni and supporters of
SSDN. Here is a sampling of events, but keep
your eyes and ears open for word of activities in
which you can participate all year long!

SSDN 120th Annual Meeting: The Rebirth of
Community on March 15.  See page 4 for more

details.

SSDN KaBoom Playground
Build Day on March 23.
See page 12 for more details.

Benton Park West Easter
Egg Hunt on Saturday ,
April 8, 1 1am-2pm  (Ohio &
Crittenden Community
Garden (behind SSDN’s
Nursery Center) and adjoining
streets.

SSDN Spring Gala 2006: The Roaring 20s on
April 21
This is certain to be a “swanky” evening of
dinner, dancing, and a small raffle of upscale
items. See the article on page 4 for the full
scoop!

SSDN History Nugget
A Day Nursery As An Employment Agency? Why Economic Development

Has Always Been SSDN’s Mission

continued on page 3



SSDN Board of Directors

This issue of SSDN News was produced by Peggy
Brockmann, Carolyn Cotta, Sheila Davis, Jackie
Jones, Marlene Levine, Claire Robertson and the
staff and faculty of SSDN.

SSDN News is published by the Board of
Directors of SSDN - A Family & Community
Organization, 2930 Iowa Ave., St. Louis, MO
63118. (314) 865-0322. www.ssdn.org.
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The mission of SSDN - A Family & Community
Organization is to promote community well-
being by:
• Providing and supporting good care for

young children
• Assisting families to earn a sufficient

living
• Developing productive, healthy citizens

who contribute to neighborhood economic
stability and cultural richness.

It is an exciting time to be a part of SSDN’s leadership. In
preparation for the celebration of 120 years of service to the
community, we have had the opportunity to reflect on our past,
assess current realities and plan for the future. The
organization is well known in the community for its progressive
and comprehensive services for children and their families.

Over the past seven years, the organization has reconnected
to its roots as a child care and employment agency by
establishing  the Economic Development Division to focus on
the services needed to promote the economic well-being of the
children, families and community we serve.  In the future, we
expect to be known for the holistic solutions and innovative
opportunities that arise from our work with children, families
and communities.

During our 120th Anniversary Celebration we want to share the
success of the children, families and community of which we
are a part.   Their stories will demonstrate how services that
are responsive to needs can help to make a positive difference
in people’s lives and the community’s well-being.

In 2005, we lost John Knauf, a volunteer who brought the love
of reading and story-telling to hundreds of children. John’s
work continues through the John Knauf Memorial Scholarship
Fund.

Our roots are deeply connected to the roots of other important
institutions in the St. Louis community. The organization was
founded in 1886 by 15 Unitarian women who hailed from the
same congregation that founded Washington University and
were influential in the beginnings of the St. Louis Public School
System.  The founders had a vision of economic and social
justice that could be achieved through the creation of
institutions that provided education and opportunities for all.
SSDN continues in the footsteps of its founders and continues
to be a progressive, visionary organization, ever responding to
the changing needs of the community and its people.

We invite you to join with us by sharing your gifts, talents and
resources to strengthen children, families and communities so
that all may thrive. We look forward to working and celebrating
with you in 2006 and for many years to come.

Sincerely,
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This issue of SSDN News is dedicated to John
Knauf, a longtime volunteer and friend of SSDN who
passed away in November 2005.  Mr. John, as he

was affectionately known by
children and teachers,
volunteered in the classroom
for many years beginning in
1989.  He loved reading to the
children. Dr. Seuss stories
were his favorites and he often
shared his collections with
the children.  He later joined
SSDN’s board of directors.
Although his visits weren’t as
frequent to due to health
issues in the last few years,

he still made time to visit the Nursery Center and his
attendance was always a highlight at our special
events such as the annual volunteer appreciation
luncheon.  Mr. John is survived by his loving wife
Marian.  In honor of his life and service, John’s
family established the John Knauf Memorial
Scholarship Fund at SSDN.

As Dr. Seuss wrote in one of Mr. John’s favorite
stories, The Lorax,  “Unless someone like you cares
a whole, awful lot. Things aren’t going to get better,
they’re not”   We are so grateful that Mr. John did
care a whole, awful lot and made all our lives better
just for knowing him.

Thank You For Making Our Kids’ Holiday
Extra SpecialIn Memory of Our Dear Friend John

The holidays were a lot brighter for the children, families and staff
at SSDN this year due to an outpouring of gifts and love from many
companies and organizations.  Anheuser Busch’s Operations
Department  adopted classrooms and
brought much needed supplies, to the
glee of the teachers.  They also
hosted a Holiday party where the
children met the Clydedales, had
lunch with Santa and received a cool
present.  Santa Bob’s “Kids in
Need” companies brought toys for
the children.  Faith and Des Peres
Church’s DOU program adopted five
families.  Annunciation Church of Webster Groves  donated
many items to the classrooms and Early Care Network through
their Giving Tree.  SBC’s Scroogebusters shared their Christmas
spirit by bringing children’s gifts.  Community School students
collected mittens, gloves and hats for the children.   Hope
Montessori  “adopted” children through their Giving Tree program.
First Unitarian Church  members also donated gifts for the
children including toys and clothes  as well as gift certificates for
the older children.  Our maintenance department was kept busy
picking up and delivering items.

help train other child care workers.  This started a long history of
SSDN helping train workers, including Job Corps and New Careers
placements.  As our history states;  “All of the aforementioned were a
part of President Johnson’s War on Poverty and attempted to train
women with few employment skills to get into the job market.  Al-
though participation was not easy for an agency this small, board and
staff members agreed that volunteering South Side’s help was in
keeping with the policies and philosophies stated by our founders in
1886.”

In 1989, South Side responded to the need for affordable quality care
for infants and toddlers by contracting with its first satellite day care
home provider, thus continuing the long tradition of helping people
provide jobs and business opportunities for the neighborhood.  In 1999,
the IDA Program (Individual Development Accounts) was started to
help families a save for a home, a car, or for education to better
prepare themselves for the world of work.  In 2002, after much re-
search and planning, SSDN launched its business incubator on
Cherokee Street thus providing more employment opportunities for the
families and the community.

A Day Nursery As An Employment Agency?
continued from page 1

120th Spirit Club
Help SSDN celebrate its 12oth
annivesary by joining the the 120th Spirit
Club. Schools, organizations and groups
are invited to volunteer, collect supplies
or raise funds.  Those participating will
be honored as 120th Spirit Club mem-
bers.

For more information regarding SSDN’s
120th Spirit Club, contact Sheila Davis,
Community Relations Director at 314-
865-0322 ext. 4008 or
srdavis@ssdn.org.
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Calling all cats and kittens! This year, the SSDN spring event to
benefit the Kids First Scholarship Fund will be
held on Friday, April 21st at the Randall Gallery in
Downtown St. Louis. We’ll be swingin’ all night
with a 1920s theme to celebrate SSDN’s 120th

Anniversary!

Grab your main squeeze and join us for a
swanky evening of dinner and dancing at this
three-story gem of a venue. Snag some giggle
water at the bar and then head downstairs to the
speakeasy, have a martini on the house, and
mingle with the top-shelf friends and supporters

of SSDN! Then head upstairs, sit down and get your dogs ready
to dance while enjoying the cat’s meow of gourmet dinners,
prepared on site by the Randall Gallery’s expert chefs.

Don’t swing? We’ll have plenty of room to sit back and remi-
nisce about old times, enjoy your pals and relax to the jazzy
tunes of Mo & Dawn, formerly of the Urban Jazz Naturals.

Look for your invitation in March, and mark your calendars for
April 21st! Proceeds from this event make it possible for SSDN
to offer quality educational programs to working families,
ensuring that their children enter school ready to learn.

Look spiffy! We’ll see you there! For more information, contact
Jackie Jones, Development Director, at 314/333-7130 or
jajones@ssdn.org.

Spring Spring Spring Spring Spring gala 2006gala 2006gala 2006gala 2006gala 2006

The roaring 20The roaring 20The roaring 20The roaring 20The roaring 20 sssss

 

The Kappa Deltas are holding their second annual
Shamrock Project— a “Shamrock Shuffle” on
March 25th to benefit SSDN and Prevent Child
Abuse America.  The event is a 5K Run, starting
at 9:00 AM, with registration beginning at 8:00
AM.  The event will take place in Tower Grove
Park, starting and ending at the Turkish Pavilion.
Entry fees are $15 for the event through March 20
and $20 from March 21 through race day.   Fees
include a polycarbonate plastic water jug for the
first 250 participants.  There will be a $75 cash
prize to Overall Male and Overall Female finishers
and medals to top finishers in each age division.
There will also be attendance prizes.

Members of Kappa Delta collegiate chapters and
alumnae associations across the country hold an
event in March each year to raise funds for the
prevention of child abuse and neglect because
they truly believe “It shouldn’t hurt to be a child.”
Contact Carolyn Cotta, 314-968-2135 to register.

KAPPA DELTA
SHAMROCK 2006

SSDN’s 120th Annual Meeting

 The Rebirth of  aCommunity
Success Stories of Community Building

Wednesday, March 15, 2006 at the 5-Star Community Center
2832 Arsenal, 63118 · Saint Louis, Missouri 63118

Join us from 6:00 – 8:30 p.m. for hors d’oeuvres and an inspiring program of speakers discussing national trends in
community building and the way we’re making it happen in St. Louis.

Our keynote speaker for the evening is Ron Register, Chief Program Officer at the Murtis H. Taylor Multi-Service
Center in Cleveland, Ohio. A member of the Cleveland Heights School Board, Ron has devoted his career to
community building, having served on the Aspen Institute Roundtable on Comprehensive Community Initiatives for
Children and Families. A founder and past president of the National Community Building Network, Ron will demon-
strate how we’re moving forward with community building in the Benton Park West neighborhood and surrounding
areas. To RVSP for this event, contact Sheila Davis at 314/862-0322 x4008 or srdavis@ssdn.org.
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2006 Social Entrepreneurship Award Gala
SSDN Honors Blessing Basket Project Founder for Her Efforts To Weave Hope Throughout the World

SSDN honored Theresa Wilson, founder and Executive Director of The
Blessing Basket Project, with its 2006 Social Entrepreneurship Award at a
gala reception and dinner on January 21 at Washington University’s Charles
F. Knight Center.  The annual award recognizes a St. Louis area social
entrepreneur whose vision, passion, determination, creativity, innovation and
business practices result in an enterprise that helps to improve people’s
living conditions and make the world a better place.  Theresa’s project
helps to alleviate poverty in Third World countries by creating sustainable
jobs and paying prosperity wages to basket weaving artisans in such
countries as Ghana, Uganda and Bangladesh.  Her work has made it
possible for hundreds of impoverished women to feed and shelter their
families, start small businesses, and gain self-confidence and dignity.  The
evening’s theme was “Weaving Hope, Building Communities.”  Proceeds
from the event benefited SSDN’s community economic development efforts.

With past SSDN board member Michael Burns serving as master of
ceremonies, Peggy Brockmann, Chair of the SSDN Board of Directors,
warmly welcomed the attendees.  SSDN CEO Marlene Levine described
SSDN’s shared vision with the Blessing Basket Project for community
economic development through its own Cherokee Street Business Incubator
project.  Lynette Sledge Watson, SSDN Economic Development Director,
introduced Karen Abounader and Tsaro Menah, Incubator clients, who
shared their success stories.  After a video presentation on Theresa Wilson
and The Blessing Basket Project, artist Robert Powell of Portfolio Gallery
described his inspiration for the woodcarving award he created.  Called
“Hands Up,” the woman depicted has no visible arm or hands, these being
the partnership with “hands” from around the world which allow her, a proud
and talented person, to realize a better life.  Peggy Brockmann and Jim
Gidcumb, Chair, SSDN Economic Development Council, presented the
award, and Theresa responded with characteristic wit and humility.
Marlene Levine, in her closing remarks, humorously presented Theresa with
a pair of socks she had hand-knit, each different in some ways from the
other, as are SSDN and the Blessing Basket Project, but a having a
common purpose:  stronger families and communities.  Over the course of
the evening a community beading project done by the guests with
professional jewelry artisan Terri Arscott from Silk and Stone resulted in the
auctioning after the award presentation of a vibrant red coral petal necklace
accented by quartz crystals and freshwater pearls.

We are looking forward to the 2007 SSDN Social Entrepreneurship Award
Dinner and we hope to see you there!

Theresa Wilson

Theresa with Robert and
Carol Powell

Theresa with 2005 honoree
Jim Jacobsen

Marlene Levine, Theresa Wilson
and Peggy Brockmann

SEA Gala Committee Members
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David Brown’s Scottish burr makes it no surprise that this
March 2005 addition to SSDN’s Board was born and reared
in Edinburgh.  In 1998 he earned a bachelor’s degree in

information systems engineering
from Heriot-Watt University there.
After that, his work as a
consultant for Oracle took him all
over the United Kingdom, to
Chicago and to Washington, D.C.
It was in Chicago that he met his
wife, Meg.  The couple married in
2003 and settled in St. Louis, her
hometown.  David feels the
entrepreneurial climate in St.
Louis is good.  He wanted to start
his own company, and pursued
joint MBA and master of

information management degrees at Washington University
while working part-time as a consultant for NetLabs, a local
network consulting company.  Asked by his father-in-law,
St. Louis businessman Paul McKee, Jr., to help him

I remember my first day at SSDN—SJ Williamson arrived
early in the day to welcome me and discuss with me the
board’s expectations and commitment of support.  There

was a small crisis in the
neighborhood that involved one
of the families served by SSDN,
but our social worker expertly
helped bring to a positive
resolution. I scheduled individual
meetings to take place
throughout the remainder of the
week during the children’s rest
time with each member of the
faculty in order to identify with
them their priorities for
improving the educational
program and including parents
in their child’s education. I met

with Sharon Hyde to begin reviewing the annual budget and
learn how the organization operated. I received calls from
several board members welcoming me to the center. A small
reception was held in the front hall that evening so that I
could meet the parents as they were picking up their
children.

That evening as I walked around the center to turn the lights
off in each classroom, I remember thinking how fortunate I
was to be at a place that cared so much for children,
families and the community. I also thought about my
predecessor Barb Torrance, her leadership and the work of
all who had come before me and their role in creating this

Marlene Levine Celebrates 20 Years of Service at SSDN
place where people could grow. I was a little overwhelmed
by the responsibility and inspired by the possibilities.

Twenty years later, my life is much richer because of my
work at SSDN.  The children, families, board members,
volunteers, neighbors, other agencies and community
members have helped to shape who I am as I have
participated with them in helping to continue SSDN’s
legacy of being responsive to community needs. My
husband and I, and our daughter and her family live in the
neighborhood where SSDN is located. My son and his
family purchased a home in the City approximately three
miles from SSDN.

Our daughter and her husband have benefited from SSDN’s
expectant family home visitor and Parents As Teachers
services. Our grandson Miles started school at the South
Side Day Nursery Center in January, 2006 and many of his
school clothes are purchased from the South Side Outlet,
and shoes from Proper Shoes adorn his feet.

It was the mission of SSDN, the vision of its founders, the
commitment and dedication of its staff and volunteers, and
the quality of its work that drew me to SSDN.  I am
fortunate to know so many heroines and heroes who daily
work to improve the quality of life for all in our community.
It is exciting to be a part of the rebirth of a community and
a privilege to be the CEO of an organization that takes
seriously its mission to improve community well-being and
to serve daily the children and families that live within the
community.

evaluate the company as a possible investment, the two
ended up acquiring parts of the firm.  Since then, as
Executive Vice President of NetLabs, David has grown the
company from 5 to 14 employees, and restructured the
business into two separate organizations:  consulting
organization Fusiva and data storage firm Datotel.  “Running
the company has been fun and a lot of hard work,” says
David.  He also finds time to serve on the United Way’s
GenNext and allocation committees.

David was introduced to SSDN’s Board through Gina
Hoagland, SSDN Board member and past Board Chair,
through her company’s consultation with his company on
organization development.  David feels his involvement with
Boys’ Brigade (similar to Boy Scouts) in Scotland
contributed a great deal to his life and he wanted to volunteer
for an organization such as SSDN that “shapes the lives of
kids.”  He is excited to be a part of SSDN, and likes what it’s
doing and where it’s going.  And he’s very directly involved
with child-shaping on the home front, too, as he and his wife
are first-time parents of a baby boy!

Meet Our Board - David Brown
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Calling All SSDN
Alumni!!!

As SSDN celebrates its 120th anniversary, we are
busy planning several fun and heartwarming activities
to commerorate it.  SSDN is looking for alums
including former students, past board members and
volunteers and former staff members. We are
planning several alumni events and it wouldn’t be the
same without you. If you are an alum or know one,
please contact Sheila Davis, Community Relations
Director at 314-865-0322 ext. 4008 or
srdavis@ssdn.org.

 

Announcer’s
Announcement  – Michael Burns ,
past SSDN Board member, former
local radio broadcaster, and able MC
of the recent SSDN Social Enterprise
Award event, shared some family
news:  He and his wife Marilyn
became parents of a daughter –
Trinity Isabella Burns  – on October
12, 2005 (8 pounds 15 ounces, 22”
long).  The young lady’s two brothers
are continuing to enjoy her regal
presence – and if she follows in her
father’s footsteps, she’ll be able to
express herself in the future with
great verbal skill.  In fact, we hear that
she’s already been exercising her
vocal cords…

Gold Award bonus for
Nursery  – The Girl Scout Gold Award
is the high-honor equivalent of the
Eagle Scout designation in Boy
Scouting - and just as is required for
the boys, Girl Scout recipients must
complete a major project.  The
conclusion of one such project
resulted in a welcome benefit for
SSDN’s Nursery Center.  Last year
Sara Luckow , then a senior in the
Parkway School District, for her Gold
Award devised and carried out an art
project with the children of Eliot
Unitarian Chapel’s religious education

program, resulting in an art show at the
church.  She then made packets of note
cards printed from the children’s artwork
and sold them at the church before the
recent holidays.  The result?  A much-
appreciated contribution of the proceeds
by Sara in the amount of $250 to SSDN’s
Nursery Center!  Sara, the daughter of
Eliot Chapel members Ellen and Verne
Luckow  of Chesterfield, is currently a
freshman in the School of Journalism at
the University of Missouri in the
prestigious Walter Williams Scholars
Program.  SSDN thanks her warmly for
her contribution, congratulates her on her
Girl Scout Gold Award and commends her
for having a heart of gold as well!

Hurricane Katrina’s aftermath
hit close to home for SSDN’s Early Care
Network Manager Denise Carter , her
husband Brian  and infant son Brysen.
Denise, a native of New Orleans, has
immediate family whose homes and lives
in the Ninth Ward were significantly
altered by the storm, causing them to
take refuge with Denise’s family in St.
Louis.  A long family car trip back to New
Orleans in September revealed to all in an
hour’s time the true extent of the
devastation.  Her brother and sister-in-law
were able to recover from their home only
his high school diploma and hers from her

recent college graduation, which had
luckily been high up out of the
floodwater’s reach.  The house
Denise’s mother, aunt and two
sisters lived in is salvageable but as
in a ghost town, they saw only two
cars go down their formerly busy
street.  The nearby doctor’s office
and the corner food store were
missing, and another food store was
charging over $4.00 for red beans
that formerly cost 79 cents!  The
house in which Denise grew up had
been flooded, and then destroyed by
fire.  Her brother has since found
employment in St. Louis and the
family plans to remain here.  After an
initial period of hoarding food in fear
that another hurricane would come,
the nieces and nephews have now
settled into school.  Denise’s
mother, aunt and sisters are
determined to return to their New
Orleans home but with transportation
difficult and resources scarce there,
Denise predicts she may welcome
them back to St. Louis for good by
Brysen’s first birthday in July.  One
positive result of the storm has been
the increased opportunity for the
family members to have closer
relationships.

Alumni!!!

Alumni Spotlight - Angela Carr
Angie attended the Nursery as a young child.  Now she
works in the Nursery as a subsitute teacher.  Angie

graduated from St. Elizabeth’s
Acadamy in 2005 and now
attends St. Louis Community
College at Meremec.  Though she
rotates from classroom to
classroom, Angie often has the
opportunity to work with Kelly
Duncan, who was her teacher
when she attended the Nursery.

Angie’s family have been long time supporters of SSDN.
Her mom, Cathy, served on the board and volunteers her
professional clown services at SSDN’s annual picnic.  Her
grandparents, Dick and Pat, are members of SSDN’s
President’s Adivsory Board. Her uncle Greg also served on
the board and her uncle Richard, a professional musician,
performed at benefit concert for SSDN a few years ago.
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KaBoom Playground Project Wish List
Build Day , Thursday , March 23, 2006

We need all the tools by Monday, March 20th.  We will return tools by Monday, March 27th.  If you are interested
in donating any of these items, donating money for their purchase or volunteering, please contact Sheila Davis,

Community Relations Director, (314) 865-0322 ext. 4008 or srdavis@ssdn.org.

A Single Father Realizes His Dream
An SSDN Client Story

Tools
• Spade shovels (25)
• Rock/metal rakes (25)
• 6’ step ladder (2-3)
• Wheel barrows (8-10)
• Manual post hole diggers (3-4)
• Corded drills (2-3)
• Miter saws (3)
• Powerful cordless drills (1-2)
• 8-lb. Sledge hammers (3)
• 4-lb. Sledges (4)
• Garden hoses (2-3) with spray nozzle
• 100’ extension cords (2-4)
• Digging bars (2-3)
• Cement hoes (10-15)
• Garbage Cans (3-5)

James Houston, who was referred to SSDN by Guardian
Angel Settlement House, has recently started his new
janitorial business. He is currently in the process of working
with Justine Petersen Housing and Reinvestment Corpora-
tion to secure a micro loan. He also worked with the SBDC
in completing his fnancials. SSDN assisted him with his
business plan, opened his IDA and prepared him to apply for
a Justine Petersen loan. James has already secured his first
client. He is the single father of five children and dreams of
passing his successful business to children someday.

James consults with SSDN’s Lynette Watson
about his business plan

Jill  Alkhalaf
A Friend of SSDN Starts Her Own Business and

Helps SSDN Cut Costs

Last year Jill decided to jump into the world of
entrepreneurship and open a Cartridge World
franchise.  She says, “ I wanted to explore what it
would be like to do something entrepreneurial versus
working for someone else. Cartridge World seemed
like a win-win on many fronts: ability to recycle ink
cartridge and help the environment; help
organizations raise money; save money for
customers; and of course provide an income for
myself and family.”

Jill was a nurse, although the business now takes up
most of her time. She still loves nursing and may
return to the field some day.  She was first introduced
to SSDN by her good friend, past board member Lucy
Byrns. Jill and her husband Sam were regular
attendees at the annual Kids First Fund auction.
Now she helps SSDN by donating ink cartridges for
serveral of the agency’s printers and giving SSDN a
significant discounts for the others.

For more information about Cartridge World, contact
Jill at 314-542-0465.
.

Food and Beverages for V olunteers
• Bottled water (12 oz bottles)
• Orange juice
• Soda
• Bagels
• Muffins
• Fresh fruit
• Sandwiches
• Chips
• Cookies
• Paper plates, napkins, utensils

Volunteer
• Prep day volunteers - 3/21, 8:30am-3pm
• Build Day volunteers - 3/23, 8:30am-3pm
• Registration - 3/23, 7:30am-9am
• Breakfast servers - 3/23, 7:30am-9am
• Lunch servers - 3/23, 11:30am-2pm
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These contributions were received between September 1, 2005 and January 15, 2006.  Cumulative donations will be listed in
SSDN’s 2005 Annual Report.  If you have any questions regarding donations, please contact

Jackie Jones, Development Director at (314) 333-7130.

SSDN Contributors

Individuals
Mr. and Mrs. Robert M. Abbott
Mary Agnew
Jack and Martha Anastasi
Bruce G Babcock
Dalton Baker
Harold and Julia Bamburg
Robert and Myky Barnard
Mr. and Mrs. David Barry
Ann Bauer and Chuck Farris
Mr. and Mrs. Clint Bauer
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Beardsley
Sanford Bell
Fred Berlinger
Winona Black 
Cindy Blair
Kamel and Rosemary Boustany
Dr. and Mrs. David Boville
Mrs. William Brandhorst
Peggy Brockmann & Mike Salevouris
R and J Brow
Michael and Beth Buchan
Mrs. Gary Budzinski
Kathleen Buescher and David Milligan
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Burich
Joe and Jane Burns
Michael and Marilyn Burns
Stephen Butler
Ms. Melinda J. Cade
Ms. Helen Cadoret
Ms. Andrea Reese Capra
Joan Carlton
Karen Cassidy
Mrs. Rose B. Church-Gleason
Carolyn Cleveland & Dr. E. Brandt
Matthew J. and Emily Coen
Dr. and Mrs. Bruce H. Cohen
Tania Cojocaru
Dr. James J. Connell
Maureen Conway
Bryce Cooper
Phil Cotta
Dan Cotta
Glen and Carolyn Cotta
John and Karen Cotta
Linda R. Cummings
Mr. and Mrs. Wendell Curtman
Grace K. Dade
Leonard and Sheila Davis
Nancy Dietrich
Douglas and Elizabeth Dinnin
Mike and Rachel Dobbins
Dr. James Drake
Debra F. Dubin and Michael J. Steinbaum
Ray and Lisa Eberle-Mayse
Wanda Elledge
Peter Farmer
Martha Fenger
Mr. and Mrs. Elroy A. Fenn

John and Agnes Fogg
Pat Fogle
Debbie Fucoloro
Michael and Sally Gaan
Mr. and Mrs. James F. Gannon
Richard Baugh and Elizabeth George
Mr. and Mrs. Henry Glass, Jr.
Kathleen Gleason
Cathy Goldstein and Carl Schwarz
Ethel Grace
Mary Cox & Bob Grace
Maggie Greenberg
Thomas and Sandra Halley
Mr. and Mrs. Melvin Halpern
Timothy and Sally Hanson
Rob Harding
Bob Harris and Marjorie Yates
Mary N. and Edward W. Havens
Kathie Haywood 
Robert and Mary Heger
Mr. and Mrs. Kent Heltne
Gina and Lee Hoagland
George S. and Madelon M. Hohm
Mr. and Mrs. Alvin Horst
Paul B. Howe Jr.
Marietta Hunsche
Sarah and Gary Jackson
Todd Jacobs
James C. and Dorothy Jacobsen
Mr. and Mrs. Neil Jaffe
Harriet Jenson
Shirley Kade
John and Diane Kalishman
Scott and Sharon Kaufman
Edie P. Kirk
Luke and Kathryn Kissam
Lisa Knauf
Kathleen M. Knauf
Pat Knox
Judy and Chuck Kulczycki
Walter A. Kury
Robert W. Lee
Walter W. and Sheila C. Lerch
Bruce & Marlene Levine
Betty Lourie
Jeffrey and Anne A. Lowell
Sara Luckow
William and Patricia Malkemus
Mr. and Mrs. James Martin
Gary and Cathy Matthes
Susan Mayfield
Jim and Sylvia Mays
Molly McGrath and Gene Rauscher
Andrea Meacham
Michelle Melby
Leontone Meyer
Rev. Suzanne Meyer
Holly and E.B. Miltenberger
Jane and Harland Moore

Juan and Kia Moore
Mr. and Mrs. Jim Morley
Jeanne Morrel-Franklin and

Robert Franklin
Helen Moutrie
Mr. and Mrs. John Muller
Florence Neuhoff
Don Nichols
Margaret O’Neall
Sam and Debbie Oldham
Mr.and Mrs. Fred Perabo
Kimberely Perry and Charles Manley
Karen Pfitzinger and John Kehoe III
Suzanne S. and Gordon Phillips
Lyn B Pickel
Harold E. Pollack
Anne S. and Edward W. Pride
Richard and Karen Priest
Tim and Janie Prosser
Mr. and Mrs. Don Radtke
Mr. and Mrs. Michael A. Rallo
Jai and Sumati Rao
Laverne C. Rehrauer
James and Marion Reuter
William and Charlotte Ridley
Patricia A. Roberts
Claire and Ron Robertson
Denise M. and Charlie L. Rock
William Ross
Mr. and Mrs. Dale Ruthsatz
Gloria Rutledge
Blaine and Judith Sayre
Mr. and Mrs. Donald Scheller
Karen Schleper
Leslie and Barbara Schmeding
Satsuki Scoville and David Farrell
Mr. and Mrs. Conrad W. Seibel
Laurel J. Sgan-Kibel
Eli and Renni Shuter
Michele H. Skupp
Peggy Slater
Robert and Rose-Marie Smith
Gerald and Carol Sommer
Colleen Sonnenfelt
James H. and Anita M. St. Clair
Art and Debby Stengel
Mr. and Ms. James Stepleton
William H. and Linda G. Stewart
Jack and Betty Swanson
Nina Swartz
Donald and Mary Lou Sweet
Edna Swift
Mr. and Mrs. Lee Tedder
Geneva Thomas
Duane & Treena Thompson
Paul and Rae Tobias
David and Barbara Touchette
Carl Trautmann
JoAnn M. Trumbull
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Sunday Morning Rugby Club
United Hebrew Congregation

In-Kind Donations
Kay Allin
Anheuser-Busch
Annunciation Church
B-Link’s Auto
Bowers & Associates
Peggy Brockmann and Mike Salevouris
Vicki Carlson, Ph.D. and John Bowen
Cartridge World
Martin and Ellen Clark
Clayton on the Park
The Community School
Leonard and Sheila Davis
Deaconess Auxiliary Forest Park Hospital
Amy Carol Donnes
Dream for a Day
Mr. and Mrs. Andy Feldmann
Tom Fitzgerald
Claudia Garcia
Thomas Gatti
Paul and Susan Goldberg
Shirley Green
James and Lorene Greer
Timothy and Sally Hanson
Evelyn T. Henderson-Edmondson
Michelle Hendrix
Gina and Lee Hoagland
The Home Depot
Mr. and Mrs. James C. Jacobsen
Diane and John Kalishman
St. Louis Alumnae Association of

Kappa Delta Sorority
Scott and Sharon Kaufman
Elizabeth Kochin
Jean Levick
Grace Munie
Latasha Page
Karen Pfitzinger and John Kehoe III
Jai and Sumati Rao
Resource Development Alternatives
Dennis and Karen Roberts
Latasha Robinson
Seven Holy Founders
Katherine Tynan
Walmart
Dr. and Mrs. S. J. Williamson, Jr.
Chris Wolf

Memorials
In Memory of Margaret Altvater
Echo Valley Foundation

In Memory of Shirley Berlinger
Glen and Carolyn Cotta

In Memory of Peggy Brockmann’s father
Bruce & Marlene Levine
Jeanne Morrel-Franklin and Robert Franklin

In Memory of Miriam Downen
Kamel and Rosemary Boustany
Glen and Carolyn Cotta

Geoffrey and Kathleen Turner
Genevieve Turner
Mr. and Mrs. Timothy Tynan
William J. and Marilyn Vandemore
Jean Wagner
Nicklyn Wakefield
Lorraine Wallis
Mr. and Mrs. Tom Wegmann
Grace Weisbrod
Karen Weisbrod
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Wile
Dennis Wilmsmeyer
Kathy Winter
Eric Winters
Rosemary Witte
Ruth M. Wolf
Emily M. Wolf
Carole R. Zimbrolt

Corporations
Ameren UE
Anheuse -Busch Companies
Benson & Guest, LLC
Centrue Bank
Citigroup
Collaborative Strategies, Inc.
Commerce Bank
Conner Ash P.C.
D&S Investment Group
Maritz Inc
Mid County Classic Mustang
Millstone Co.
National City
Opera Theatre of Saint Louis
Owen Development
Paric Corporation
THF Realty
Union Pacific Corporation

Foundations
Deaconess Foundation
Echo Valley Foundation
Enterprise Rent-A-Car Foundation
Greater St. Louis Community

Foundation
John R. Godall Charitable Trust
Kellwood Foundation
Leo R. Buder Foundation Trust
May Department Stores Foundation
Susan R. Buder Charitable Trust
St. Louis Foundation for Children
St. Louis Variety
Tacony Family Foundation

Organizations
American Red Cross
ARCHS
Eliot Unitarian Chapel
First Unitarian Church of St. Louis
Ladue Chapel Women’s Association
League Investors, LLC
Scroogebusters
St. Louis Alumnae Association of

Kappa Delta Sorority

In Memory of Liz Elsaesser
Kamel and Rosemary Boustany

In Memory of Mrs. George
Kamel and Rosemary Boustany

In Memory of June Gimblett
League Investors, LLC
Pat Fogle
Bruce & Marlene Levine
Jane and Harland Moore
Jeanne Morrel-Franklin and Robert
Franklin
American Red Cross
Richard and Karen Priest
Tim and Janie Prosser
D&S Investment Group
Mr. and Mrs. Dale Ruthsatz
Gloria Rutledge
Peggy Slater
JoAnn M. Trumbull
Grace Weisbrod
Karen Weisbrod
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Wile
Conner Ash P.C.
Opera Theatre of Saint Louis

In Memory of Karen Gosser’s father
Art and Debby Stengal

In Memory of Willaim Douglas Hamilton
Blaine and Judith Sayre

In Memory of Nancy Lee Joseph
St. Louis Alumnae Association of

Kappa Delta Sorority
Kamel and Rosemary Boustany
Glen and Carolyn Cotta

In Memory of John Knauf
Mr. and Mrs. Robert M. Abbott
Cindy Blair
Dr. and Mrs. David Boville
R and J Brow
Gary Budzinski
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Burich
Joe and Jane Burns
Melinda J. Cade
Joan Carlton
Rose Church-Gleason
Glen and Carolyn Cotta
Leonard and Sheila Davis
Douglas and Elizabeth Dinnin
Mr. and Mrs. Elroy A. Fenn
Michael and Sally Gaan
Kathleen Gleason
Mr. and Mrs. Melvin Halpern
Bob Harris and Marjorie Yates
Mary N. and Edward W. Havens
Mr. and Mrs. Kent Heltne
George S. and Madelon M. Hohm
Sarah and Gary Jackson
Harriet Jenson
Shirley Kade
Kathleen M. Knauf
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For Growing Our Future
The SSDN Reserve Fund

Since our founding 120 years ago, SSDN has evolved to meet the needs of
our changing community. Growth has always been one of our defining
characteristics and for the next two years we will be building a reserve fund
to allow us to capitalize on growth opportunities in the future.

Having a Reserve Fund is not only sound business practice and an example
of strong financial stewardship, it is a way to ensure that SSDN continues
our tradition of working to best meet the needs of those we serve. A Reserve
Fund will allow us to take full advantage of planned growth opportunities to
provide improved services that support our mission.

Our goal is to raise $750,000 over the next two years to keep SSDN strong
for the next 120 years of service. If you would like to learn more about the
SSDN Reserve Fund or find out how you can help, please call Jackie
Jones, Development Director, at 314/333-7130 or email to
jajones@ssdn.org.

Lisa Knauf
Walter A. Kury
Robert W. Lee
Walter W. and Sheila C. Lerch
Bruce & Marlene Levine
Michelle Melby
Holly and E.B. Miltenberger
Mr. and Mrs. Jim Morley
Jeanne Morrel-Franklin and Robert Franklin
Helen Moutrie
Mr. and Mrs. John Muller
Mr. and Mrs. Don Radtke
Mr. and Mrs. Michael A. Rallo
Laverne C. Rehrauer
Patricia A. Roberts
Claire and Ron Robertson
Denise M. and Charlie L. Rock
Mr. and Mrs. Donald Scheller
Karen Schleper
Colleen Sonnenfelt
James H. and Anita M. St. Clair
William H. and Linda G. Stewart
Mr. and Mrs. Lee Tedder
William J. and Marilyn Vandemore
Mr. and Mrs. Tom Wegmann
Kathy Winter
Ruth M. Wolf

In Memory of Dr. Henry and
Dr. Edith Schwartz

Betty Lourie

In Memory of Nan Shelton Hill’s father
Kamel and Rosemary Boustany

In Memory of Andrew Swift
Peter Farmer
Edna Swift

In Memory of Ula Neuhoff
Florence Neuhoff
Geneva Thomas

Tributes
In Honor of George and Martha Bell
Duane and Treena Thompson

In Honor of Carolyn Cotta
Michael and Beth Buchan
Dan Cotta
John and Karen Cotta
Phil Cotta
Scott and Sharon Kaufman

In Honor of Glen and Carolyn Cotta
Phil Cotta

In Honor of Kelly Duncan
Sunday Morning Rugby Club

In Honor of Gennie Gilmore
Bruce and Marlene Levine

In Honor of Diane Kalishman
Matthew J. and Emily Coen
Debra F. Dubin and Michael J. Steinbaum
Bruce & Marlene Levine
Suzanne S. and Gordon Phillips
Laurel J. Sgan-Kibel

In Honor of Marlene Hauser Levine
Judy and Chuck Kulczycki

In Honor of Claire Robertson
Linda R. Cummings

In Honor of Clarity Sayre
Bruce and Marlene Levine

In Honor of Judi Short Anderson
Kamel and Rosemary Boustany

In Honor of Dr. Mary Sidawy
Kamel and Rosemary Boustany

In Honor of Michael Weisbrod
Bruce and Marlene Levine

In Honor of S.J. and Ola Williamson
Bruce and Marlene Levine

In Honor of the Chapmans, Dr. Pat Wolff,
Dr. Bill Hartel, Dr. Gregory Hoeltzel, Dr.
Valerie Ratts, Dr. Stanley Vriezelaar
Jeffrey and Anne A. Lowell

Volunteers
Anheuser-Busch
Amanda Basler
John Basler
Rosemary Boustany
Katie Brockmann
Barbara Brown
Julius Butler
Amanda L. Carmack
Barbara Clubbs 
Leonard V. Davis
Thia Gilmore
Queenola Harden
Robert Heard,Sr.
Janice Herman
Joan Hoven
Destinn Jacobs
Merlene Kincaid
Maritz
Trista Menzer
MICDS
Ready Readers
Southview Service Learning Center
St. Gabriel School
St. Louis University - School of Nursing
Katherine Tynan
Erica Ward
Webster University
Kevin Willner
United Way GenNext

Volunteer from Maritz with a
Nursery Center friend
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SSDN
Celebrating 120 Years of Service

SSDN has been awarded a KaBOOM! Playground.
Supported by The Home Depot, KaBOOM! works with
nonprofit organizations to build accessible and age-
appropriate playgrounds across the country. They have
selected SSDN as the site of their next St. Louis
project, and we need your help to make it happen!

Join us for the Build Day , March 23 , to help erect the
playground, coordinate volunteers, or work with children
on related play-area projects. We need to recruit 100
volunteers and raise $10,000 in funding to bring the day
together.  We also need tools and other supplies.
Please check page 8 to see our wishlist.

If you would like to volunteer individually or with a group,
or make a donation to
help us build our play-
ground, please contact
Sheila Davis at 314/865-
0322 or
srdavis@ssdn.org.

SSDN KaBOOM! Playground Build Day
March 23, 2006

 


